
 

Tuesday April 11, 2017 3:30pm Port of Grays harbor 
111 S. Wooding-Aberdeen WA 

 
 
 

1) Routine Business-Casey 
A) Attendance:  MRC members in attendance:  Shad Kearse, Amy Spoon, Al Smith, RD 

Grunbaum, Lorena Maurer, Kyle Deerkop, Garrett Dalan, Casey Dennehy, Kevin Decker, 
Mark Plackett.  Excused MRC members:  Joe Schumacker, Al Carter.  MRC Staff: Kristina 
Hollatz.  Guests:  Lydia Wagner DOE 

B) Summary for March was tabled until next month. 
C) Guest Welcome and Introductions:  Lydia Wagner North Pacific Coast Beach Project Lead 

DOE 
 

2) Featured speakers or topic(s)-  
A) Kevin Decker- MSP Update:  The MSP Draft update was released and will be open for public 

comment for 30 to 45 days.  The document provides goals and recommendations and is a 
very large document.    

 The actual plan will be released fairly soon so if you are interested in making 
comments get involved as soon as possible.   

 Focus on the MSP frame work if you don’t want to read the full document.  But if 
you can, they are interested in comments and feedback for the entire document.   

B) Lydia Wagener, North Pacific Coast Beach Bacteria Project.  
 Lydia will send a copy of her notes of the presentation to the group.  
 What has been done already:  

o Discussions with WA State Parks regarding restroom facilities 
o Horse rental business outreach, which was not overly productive as there is 

no point source rule for horse business owners. 
o Lydia was able to secure a non-match grant in the amount of 115,000 for 

Grays Harbor County to look at septic systems.  This work has to be 
completed by the end  of June.   

 What is still needed: 
o Permanent restroom facilities are still needed  
o Education and outreach efforts are still needed for water quality issues.   
o Pet waste stations  
o Developing an addendum to the project Quality Assurance Project Plan 

(QAPP) 
o Lydia has spoken with Julie Horowitz at the Governor’s office regarding the 

WA Shellfish Initiative and about getting more dedicated funding for parks.  
The main issue with the current situation is insufficient staff resources to 



maintain existing facilities.  Two possible locations for new facilities are 
Analyde Gap OBA and the Heath Rd pedestrian Bridge.  Issues surrounding 
this idea are land ownership, permitting and easement rights.  

 Lydia would like to find a group such as the MRC to work with the Governor’s office 
to get funding for restrooms.  A question was asked by the MRC about providing 
porta-potties during “events” and including a requirement for them in special use 
permits.  Ideas on how to pay for the porta-potties include a hotel, motel tax.  Casey 
suggested trying to look for a grant to run through CoastSavers for porta-potties.   

 If anyone has an idea how to get the message out about the North Pacific Coast 
issue, please let Lydia know.    

 
3) Standing Items- 

A) WCMAC/MSP- Kevin already updated earlier but the MSP plan is out and please provide 
comment if you can.  WCMAC is not going away and is still in the budget.   

 The biggest problem with the MSP that Kevin can see is the commercial fishing 
maps.   

 Mark is concerned after looking over the MSP about updating the information in the 
plan as there seems to be no frame work for this.  Casey explained that the 
framework for updates is built into the plan and every 5 years it will be looked at.   

B) GHC SMP Updates: 
 The Planning Commission was on Monday.  Now the SMP is to go before the County 

Commissioners.   
 Kyle went to an Ocean Shores Council Meeting and they had a meeting on their SMP 

C) MRC projects and funding: 
 There is $4840 left to allocate for project funding.   
 Lorena has a project proposal with Julie at PEI which would concentrate on Teacher 

Professional Development.  She would like to propose the purchase of Field 
Investigation and Field Experience books to be used during future teacher 
professional development workshops to be held in conjunction with PEI during the 
2017-2019 biennium.  The concern would be who then owns the books.  The MRC 
would own the books and the proposal would almost be a supply purchase.  With 
that being said, less than $3500 is ok but it needs to be spelled out in the contract 
what the kit will be used for.  Lorena would also like to look into the possibility of 
hiring a consultant to begin putting back together the teachers network.  The 
deliverable could maybe be a social media website for teachers to communicate on.   
 
Casey would like a written proposal prior to a motion.  Garrett requests that the 
board grant the chair the ability to work with WDFW staff and the MRC coordinator 
to ask for a vote via email.  This would be a yes, no vote via email and should be 
done no later than next week to allow for contract writing.  Casey seconded the 
motion.   One thing that is absolutely not allowed in the MRC Contract is issuance of 
Scholarships because funds cannot be used to match or replace state dollars.  
Lorena explained that teachers would be receiving clock hours, actively learning and 
developing a plan to implement the information into the classroom.   

 
 
 



4) Member Updates: 
 Rd- The MSP is moving forward and there is a Coastal Futures meeting April 18, at Grays 

Harbor College 4-7pm. 
 Garrett-  Washington Coast Sustainable Small Business Competition is looking for 

applicants.  They are expecting to award up to 15 people so if you know of anyone who 
would like to apply, send them to the website at www.wacoastworks.org.   

 Casey-  Beach Cleanup is April 29th please come and help if you get a chance.  This year 
at Westport there will be a trial with an organization called Terracycle.  They will be 
collecting the plastic waste from the beach to reuse it.   
 
Moving forward with the MRC, Casey is building procedures or planning documents to 
pass to the next chair of the board.   He also thinks a good role for the vice chair would 
be to manage the strategic plan and he would like everyone’s thoughts on this.   

 Lorena-  Grays Harbor College is going to be working with the fish lab as they received 
money through the Rose Foundation and are giving stipends to work with students on 
projects and she is going to be an advisor.  Grays Harbor College also has three new 
Bachler of Applied Science Degrees available now and have recently hired faculty for the 
programs.   

 Robin- She has received a grant through NOAA for a Marine Debris Program.  This 
happened in October and a 40yard bin was provided to fisherman to dispose of old gear.  
She hopes to provide the program again this year.    

 Shad- Is excited about a post he read on a fishing forum that stated WDFW is working on 
an App for smart phones where fisherman can enter information such as catch records.  
He is excited that this will help WDFW get information faster and will allow them to do 
more with the data.   

 Al Smith is glad to be back.   
 Kevin- Sea Grant and NOAA is looking to start a marine debris program in Washington 

State similar to the one in Oregon.  He will be sending two flyers out to the group that 
talks in general about what Sea Grant does.   

 Call was cutting out for the rest of the updates 
 

5) Next meeting- May 9th 
6) Public Comment:  

 Washington Salmon Season was recently released.   
 The new national budget has zeroed out funding for Sea Grant.  The amount of work 

this organization does is amazing.  Please consider contacting your representatives to 
help fund Sea Grant in the budget.   

 
 
 

 
 
 


